Comparison of dihydrodiazepam enantiomers: metabolism, serum binding and brain receptor binding.
Dihydrodiazepam is a diazepam prodrug, as shown by its in vitro metabolism by rat and mouse liver and brain microsomal fractions, and its displacing activity on brain diazepam binding. The mechanism of bioactivation is discussed. Stereoselectivity of metabolism and of binding to specific benzodiazepine binding sites in brain synpatosomes and serum albumin were studied.